


SHORT SINOPSIS
 
Andre is a young boy that lives in an industrial neighborhood in 
Ouro Preto, Brazil, near an old aluminium factory. One day he finds 
a notebook from one of the factory workers.

LONG SINOPSIS
 
Andre is a young boy that lives in an industrial neighborhood in 
Ouro Preto, Minas Gerais, near an old aluminium factory. Once a 
week, his aunt Márcia, a voluntary nurse at the community hospital, 
visits him and his younger brother to help them with the domestic 
tasks, while their mother is away.

One day, one of the factory workers, Cristiano, a foreigner with a 
turbulent background in the neighborhood, suffers an accident at 
the factory. Márcia gives him first aid right in front of the factory, 
and asks André to go to Cristiano’s house to get his documents and 
some clothes. When André arrives there, he finds by chance a mys-
terious notebook, which he starts to read.

André discovers that Cristiano started writing this notebook for the 
factory’s theater group, where these workers were asked to write 
down something about their lives. But Cristiano couldn’t stop writ-
ing. As a fairy tail, the film divides itself, and plunges into Cristiano’s 
life. And what we see and listen from this point on is the epic story 
of the latter’s life - a worker’s life whose happiness and sufferings 
reveal from another point of view the story of Brazilian social and 
economical development in the last ten years. 





DIRECTORS STATEMENT
 
In “Araby” we try to portray labor and poverty differently than what 
has been done so far in contemporary brazilian cinema. Born of a lit-
erary story and crossed by a theatrical impulse, our film tries to show 
the ordinary life of a worker in a fable and inventive way, undaunted 
by the harshness and violence of the Brazilian reality. 

The film “Araby” continues in different ways the experience we had 
in our previous film “The Hidden Tiger” (2014), which shows, with a 
strong documentary content,  the struggles of five young men living 
in a Brazilian suburb. One of the actors/characters from this previ-
ous film, Aristides de Sousa, is the main character of Araby. Together 
with him, we built the fictional story of Cristiano, a worker-traveler 
wandering between nostalgia and murders as an old Western char-
acter, without any mission but to stay alive. 

Through Cristiano’s story, we wanted to say something about the 
lives that are despised in the construction of the great historical and 
political narratives. We wanted to make a film that could present 
a summary of many Brazilian anonymous lives that hang between 
marginality and labor. In our view these anonymous figures such as 
Cristiano, are the real heroes of the novels, the epics and possible 
tragedies of our time





DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY
 
AFFONSO UCHOA is a filmmaker based in Contagem, Brasil.

He wrote and directed the feature Afternoon Woman (2010), shown 
in Mostra de Tiradentes, Semana dos Realizadores and CineEsque-
maNovo; the film was internationally  exhibited for the first time 
at the Uruguay International Film Festival. His second feature, The 
Hidden Tiger (2014) has been considered by many critics one of the 
most important brazilian films of the year, receiving the award for 
Best Picture in the Mostra de Tiradentes; the film was also awarded 
in festivals like Semana dos Realizadores, Cachoeira.doc, Olhar de 
Cinema, Mostra de Cinema e Direitos Humanos and its was inter-
nionally exhibited for the first time at the Hamburg Film Festival 
(Germany, 2015). He also directed the short Desígnio (2009), exhib-
ited in numerous Brazilian film festivals.

Since 2009, he has been part of the selection cometee of festivals 
like the International Short Film Festival of Belo Horizonte and Fo-
rum.doc. In 2010, he has worked as a film curator for Cine Hum-
berto Mauro, and has been the curator responsible for the “Curta 
Circuito”, a program dedicated mainly to the exhibition and discus-
sion of rare brazilian films from the 1960’s, 1970’s and 1980’s.



DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY
 
JOÃO DUMANS is a screenwriter and director based in Belo Hori-
zonte, Brazil. 

He wrote the feature film Where I grow old (Marília Rocha) that pre-
miered internationally at the Rotterdam Film Festival, in the Tiger 
Competition Award, 2016; co-wrote and co-edited the feature The 
Hidden Tiger (Affonso Uchoa) that premiered at the Hamburg Film 
Festival, 2015;  worked as an executive producer and assistant direc-
tor of The Residents (Tiago Mata Machado), that premiered at the 
61st Berlinale - Forum; worked as a historical researcher and script 
colaborator for the film Joaquim (Marcelo Gomes), that premiered 
at the 67st Berlinale. He directed the medium-lenght documentary 
Everybody has it’s on way (2014). 

He has curated and organized several film exhibitions in Brazil and 
abroad, among them “Constructing Views: experimental film and 
video in Brazil”, for the New Museum, in New York. He has pub-
lished articles in film catalogs and magazines as Cinética and La 
Furia Umana, where he has also worked as an assistant editor, pub-
lishing articles on important brazilian filmmakers as Julio Bressane, 
Andrea Tonacci and Aloysio Raulino. 



PRODUCER’S BIOGRAPHY
 
Vitor Graize is a producer and filmmaker based in Vitória, Espírito 
Santo, Brazil.

As a filmmaker, he debut was in Olho de Gato Perdido (The Lost 
Jewel), a medium-length TV documentary premiered in 2009 at the 
Brazilian public television system. In 2010 he founded Pique-Ban-
deira Films, a production company with a focus on production and 
partnerships for conducting authorial projects for film and TV. 

With Pique-Bandeira he directed and produced the feature As Horas 
Vulgares (The Vulgar Hours)(2011), co-directed with Rodrigo de Ol-
iveira, exhibited at Mostra de Cinema de Tiradentes, Semana dos 
Realizadores and Panorama Internacional Coisa de Cinema. 

He produced Rodrigo de Oliveira’s second feature film, Teobaldo 
Morto, Romeu Exilado (Tybald Dead, Romeo in Exile) (2015), which 
premiered at Mostra de Cinema de Tiradentes. With Pique-Bandei-
ra he also produced many short films such as A Cor do Fogo e a Cor 
da Cinza (The Color of Fire and the Color of Ash) (2014) and Eclipse 
Solar (The Devil’s Manor) (2016) . 

He is also the production manager of the feature film Exilados do 
Vulcão (The Volcano Exiles), directed by Paula Gaitán.





COMPANY PROFILE
 
Katásia Films and Vasto Mundo are two production companies 
dedicated to film, art creation and film research based in Belo Hor-
izonte, Minas Gerais. Katásia is formed by João Dumans and Tiago 
Mata Machado, and Vasto Mundo by Affonso Uchoa, Priscila Amoni 
e Ewerton Belico. 

Some of its most important projects are the feature film The Resi-
dents (Berlinale, 2011), The Hidden Tiger (Hamburg Film Festival, 
and Araby (Rotterdam Hivos Tiger Competition, 2017).

Katásia Films has also produced a series of videos in conjunction 
with artist Cinthia Marcelle, another member of the group, like Black 
Hole, shown at the 29th São Paulo Biennial (2010) and Cruzada, 
awarded in The Future Generation Art Prize in Kiev, Ukraine (2010). 

Moreover, both companies work with film critic, research and cura-
torship in Brazil and abroad.

 
FEATURES
Arábia [Araby], Affonso Uchoa e João Dumans. 2017, 98’
A Vizinhança do Tigre [The Hidden Tiger], Affonso Uchoa, 2014, 94’
Os Residentes [The Residents], Tiago Mata Machado, 2010, 120’
O Quadrado de Joana [Joana’s Square], Tiago Mata Machado, 2007, 65’

FEATURES [IN POS-PRODUCTION]
Os Sonâmbulos [The Nightsleppers], Tiago Mata Machado

MEDIUM-LENGTH
Todo mundo tem sua cachaça [Everybody has its own way], João Dumans, 2014, 33’
Curra Urbana, Tiago Mata Machado, 1998, 37’

ART VIDEOS
Buraco Negro [Black Hole], Cinthia Marcelle e Tiago Mata Machado, 2008, 5’
Plataforma [Platform], Cinthia Marcelle e Tiago Mata Machado, 2010, 26’
O Século [The Century], Cinthia Marcelle e Tiago Mata Machado, 2011, 10’
475 Volver, Cinthia Marcelle, 2009, 8’
Cruzada [Cruzade], Cinthia Marcelle, 2010, 8’





Directors: 
Affonso Uchôa, João Dumans

Screenplay: 
Affonso Uchôa, João Dumans

Executive Producers: 
Vitor Graize, Thiago Macêdo Correia

Line Producers: 
Marcella Jacques, Laura Godoy

Cinematography: 
Leonardo Feliciano

Camera Assistants: 
Bernard Machado, Maurício Rezende

Production Design: 
Priscila Amoni

Sound: 
Gustavo Fioravante

Mixing and Sound Design: 
Pedro Durães

Production Company: 
Katásia Filmes, Vasto Mundo

Premiere: 
World Premiere - IFFR - Tiger Awards

Country, year and lenght: 
Brazil, 2017, 98

CREDITS LIST

Assistant Director: 
Juliana Antunes

Casting: 
Silvia Andrade

Production Design assistant: 
Janaína Macruz 

Production Assistant: 
Vinícius Rezende

Soundtrack: 
Francisco Cesar

Cast:
Aristides de Sousa
Murilo Caliari
Glaucia Vandeveld
Renato Novaes
Adriano Araújo
Renan Rovida
Wederson Neguinho
Renata Cabral



Katásia Filmes
Rua Marquês de Maricá, 345, Santo Antônio,
CEP: 30.359-070, Belo Horizonte, MG, Brasil

www.katasiafilmes.wordpress.com
katasiafilmes@gmail.com

Vítor Graize
vitorgraize@gmail.com

Affonso Uchoa
affonsouchoa@gmail.com

João Dumans
jpdumans@gmail.com
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